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Customer Reviews

Book by George F, Flavell

A wonderfully written diary of the first trip down the Colorado River for purely recreational,
in-search-of-adventure purposes. George Flavell was a guy’s guy, well versed in the wilderness,
and all things water. In the mid-1890’s he and a buddy had the idea, took a train to Green River,
Wyoming, built their boat in a week and proceeded to run the entire river to the Gulf of California. He
was first to run a flat bottomed boat using oars with the oarsman facing downstream. Their only
portage in the Grand Canyon was Soap Creek! He was a humble man with a good sense of humor
and it certainly comes through in this great documentation of their trip. A must read for any fan of
the Colorado River and it’s history. Anyone who’s heart has been captured by river adventures in

desert canyons will love this book!

Astounding, entertaining, often amusing account of an adventurer’s first recreational descent of the
Green and Colorado rivers, through the tumultuous Lodore, Cataract, and Grand canyons, in a
15-1/2 foot wooden boat, in 1896. This "log," or journal was kept contemporaneously in handwritten

notes (some of which are reproduced) as the journey progressed from one series of rapids and



trepidations to the next. Informatively edited and elucidatingly annotated by the formidable team of
Carmony and Brown, the book is illustrated with historical photos, and includes an impressive
bibliography. This is "must" reading for anyone who works or plays on these rivers, and ought to be

in the dry bag of every river tourist.
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